...The Episode of 

On January 4 (it is now disclosed), 

A. M Rosenthal, managing editor ot 
the New York Times, sent a cable to 
Premier Phan Van Dong of North Viet- 
nam embodying eight questions nbout 
Hanoi’s negotiating position. A re- 
sponse, signed by Ngo Diem director 
of the Press and Information Dept., was 
transmitted through the North Viet- 
namese mission in Paris on January lo. 
Two days later, Rosenthal cabled Diem 
his newspaper’s thanks for the response 
but said it had decided not to publish 
it “since its content is identical to pre- 
vious statements made by, your govern- 
ment and subsequently printed by The 
TiTHCS.** 

The episode has come to light be- 
cause U. S. government agents appar- 
ently obtained copies of the exchange 
and excerpts from it were included in 
a report distributed for government use 
by a bureau of the CIA. It was inter- 
preted in that report as confirming the 
U. S. position that Hanoi has insisted 
upon linking release of the prisoners 
of war with a “political settlement — 
rather than with merely fixing a dead- 


The Times Papers' 

line for U. S. -withdrawal. After learn- 
ing of the government summary, I he 
Times yesterday printed its own version 
of the story, which appears to sustain 
the CIA interpretation. 

At a time when the attempted sup- 
pression of relevant documents has 
stirred a major national debate— with 
The Times itself very honorably involved 
in that argument-the paper’s initial 
decision to withhold publication of the 
exchange seems deeply questionable It 
position is not enhanced by its failure 
to publish the full text of the questions 
and answers when it finally reporte 

the episode yesterday. _ 

On the substantive issues real clari- 
fication could be achieved only if the 

U. S. explicitly offered to fix. a date in 
return for release of the PWs— an offer 
we have so far refused to make. But 
wherever the chips may fall, we see no 
convincing justification for The Times 

incomplete record. 

In the context of the current nation- 
al dispute over full disclosure,, the epi- 
sode can only provide grist for., the.se- 


r-rer.V ttiills. 



